
      

Examination Format 

The AMP National Competency Examination will be three hours in length and will contain both multiple 

choice and short-answer or "essay-style" questions. Candidates must obtain a minimum grade of 70% in 

order to pass the examination. The final grade is based solely on the examination. 

Preparing for Exams (Broker Stream Only) 

Practice Exam Questions. 

document . This document is designed to give you a general introduction to the style 

of questions that may be asked on the examination. Both multiple choice and written questions are provided, 

with answers. For the written questions, this document will assist in identifying the standard of answers 

expected of the exam writer. Note, however, that this document is not intended to be used as an indication of 

the weight that certain topics/concepts will be given on the examination, nor is it intended to be representative 

guarantee of a passing grade on the examination. Exam writers preparing for the examination are encouraged 

to complete these practice questions, but only as a complement to their study of the course materials, if they 

have taken a course. 

Writing Exams 

The first thing to do when you open your exam envelope is to quickly read through (or in the case of multiple 

choice exams, scan through) the whole exam once before answering any questions. You may want to underline 

or highlight key words as you read. Exams are time constrained, so you need to budget your time well. Start 

with questions you find easier and work your way through the exam towards the questions which will either 

take you a long time or which are not worth a lot of marks. You can budget your time by figuring out how much 

time you should be spending on each question (i.e., if your exam has 100 marks and is 3 hours, this roughly 

means 1.5 to 2 minutes per mark, so a 10 mark question on a written exam should take you no more than 20 

minutes). Each multiple choice question is worth one mark. In managing your time, you need to be disciplined 

 if you are taking too long on a question, you are better to move on and come back to it later if you have time.  

At the end of the exam, if you still have time remaining, review your answers. Do not leave early unless you 

have completely read through your exam at least once. If you are running out of time and cannot complete 

your entire exam, do not panic! Use the time you have remaining to its full advantage  for Broker's written 

exam questions, write down in point form the basic points for each remaining question so that the marker can 

see that you ran out of time and can award you partial marks where appropriate.  

 

How to Answer Multiple Choice Examination Questions  

When you are completing an examination with multiple choice questions, you are advised to fill in the answer 

sheet as you answer questions, rather than trying to complete the whole sheet after finishing all of the exam. 

You will not be given any extra time to fill in the answer sheet at the end of the exam and you do not want to 

run out of time  it takes surprisingly long to fill these sheets in, and answers not recorded on the answer sheet 

will not be considered. If you are running out of time, you must concentrate on using the time you have left 

efficiently. For any remaining questions, quickly eliminate any obviously incorrect options and then make an 

educated guess from the remainder. No marks are deducted for wrong answers, so you are better off to leave no 

blank questions.  

ALERT! 

Note that you may be writing a regularly scheduled examination with several hundred other people and also 

encounter noise from outside of the exam centre. If noise distracts you, you are strongly urged to bring earplugs 

with you to your examination. 



      

 

How to Answer Written Examination Questions  

In examination questions that require written responses, you must give full reasons for your answers. This does 

not mean that lengthy answers are required. Most questions can be answered in several sentences that are well-

formulated and to-the- hout any reasons will not receive a mark. 

When answering written questions, the marks awarded generally indicate the level of depth required in 

your answer, or in other words, the amount of writing expected. A general rule-of-thumb to follow is that one 

mark will be awarded per idea stated or intermediate answer in a calculation. For example, if the question is 

"Define value and discuss how the concept of value is important to mortgage brokerage" and it is worth four 

marks, you will be expected to make at least four relevant points. This could likely be done in a paragraph (i.e., 

two sentences defining what value is and two sentences explaining how it is important to mortgage brokerage). 

It is NOT required to write a two page essay on the concept of value. In some cases, writing too much can cause 

you to lose marks, as it may indicate to the marker that you do not have a clear understanding of the concept 

that is being tested. At the same time, it would not be appropriate in this case to give a 5 word response (i.e., this 

would likely receive only one mark, as the answer given probably does not discuss all of the relevant issues). 

To obtain full marks, you should assume that the marker has no specific knowledge of the subject or the 

question and attempt to use your answer to teach the subject to the marker. For example, in a law question, you 

should treat the marker as having no legal background at all. A similar assumption should be made for other 

subjects, such as human resources management. For any questions involving calculations, you do not need to 

provide every calculator step involved (unless the question specifically asks for them), but you should give 

enough explanation so that the marker can follow the progression towards your final answer. This will allow 

the marker to grant you partial marks for any correct intermediate steps, even if your final answer is incorrect. 

 

Concluding Successfully 

You can expect your examination to be challenging, but with careful planning and a systematic studying 

process, you will find it manageable. Effective studying is not a skill that is innate, but one that must be learned 

and strengthened through practice. We hope that the strategies suggested above help you in developing study 

techniques that are effective for you and we wish you success in this and future courses.  

If you have any questions, please contact an Exams Representative at info@realestate.sauder.ubc.ca.

REMEMBER – WE SHARE THE AIR 

Due to the health concerns arising from exposure to scented products (perfume, cologne, soap, shampoo, lotion, 

etc.) all candidates who are writing an examination are asked to be considerate in their use of such products. 

Scented products contain chemicals which can cause serious problems for many people, especially those with 

asthma, allergies or environmental illnesses. We thank you in advance for your cooperation. 



      

 

 


